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let me do so now. Let me re-state my former
proposition, with its meaning unchanged, but
only with its terms amended. Let me say that
what positivism subtracts from life, utterly and
for ever, is primarily not virtue as virtue, but
holiness as holiness ; to which I add, in what is
here only a parenthesis, that, in destroying the
latter, it also destroys the former ; leaving us
indeed, as its objects^ many reasons to wish for
it; but as agents, no motive that can make us
practise even a part of it.

Holiness then, let me remind Miss Bevington
and all those who agree with her, is the real
name of the thing that their system takes away
from them. And indeed, though they do not
use the word in question, they make no secret
that there is some such loss. But what they
fail to see is the extent and the result of it.
Miss Bevington in her last Essay informs us
that we have lost nothing but 'a moral sofa/
and ' our spiritual cakes and ale.' This is her
simile for the sense of trust in God.1 But I

1 * Our " unbelievers " know what they lose in losing religion.
They lose their moral sofas, their spiritual "cakes and ale;"
but the solid ground remains for spiritual exercise, and the bread
and meat of success and survival will continue to reward that
exercise wherever faithfully performed.'